
Cost of Doing Business: Tax Burden Index 
Milken Institute 

 State 2004 2006
Alabama 9 12
Alaska 14 47
Arizona 17 13
Arkansas 43 45
California 36 39
Colorado 2 4
Connecticut 29 30
Delaware 44 42
Florida 10 10
Georgia 8 7
Hawaii 50 49
Idaho 37 32
Illinois 16 8
Indiana 27 23
Iowa 13 17
Kansas 25 21
Kentucky 41 40
Louisiana 28 34
Maine 40 41
Maryland 11 11
Massachusetts 22 22
Michigan 42 29
Minnesota 47 43
Mississippi 39 37
Missouri 5 5
Montana 31 35
Nebraska 35 20
Nevada 19 24
New Hampshire 1 1
New Jersey 16 16
New Mexico 46 44
New York 23 25
North Carolina 34 33
North Dakota 21 38
Ohio 24 19
Oklahoma 30 26
Oregon 12 15
Pennsylvania 20 18
Rhode Island 33 28
South Carolina 18 14
South Dakota 3 2
Tennessee 7 6
Texas 4 3
Utah 32 36
Vermont 49 50
Virginia 6 10
Washington 45 27
West Virginia  26 46
Wisconsin 38 32
Wyoming 48 48

This index excludes the major component of wages in the cost of doing business. Colorado’s higher per capita 
income, not its taxes, are the primary reason that Colorado’s cost of doing business ranks in the middle in the overall 
ranking versus fourth-lowest in business tax burden.  



State Business Tax Climate Index
The Tax Foundation
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The State Business Tax Climate Index Rank published by the Tax Foundation offers a holistic 
measure of state tax burdens on businesses. Colorado has the 13th-best tax climate in the 
country, meaning taxes are lower.

Fig. 39



State Business Tax Climate Index
The Tax Foundation
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Colorado’s business tax index rank shows it has a better tax climate than all of its competitors 
except Texas. Fig. 40



State Business Tax Climate Index 
The Tax Foundation 

 State 2003 2009
Alabama 17 19
Alaska 3 2
Arizona 34 28
Arkansas 33 40
California 43 48
Colorado 11 13
Connecticut 40 38
Delaware 10 8
Florida 5 5
Georgia 24 28
Hawaii 22 24
Idaho 31 18
Illinois 19 28
Indiana 8 12
Iowa 45 46
Kansas 29 32
Kentucky 31 20
Louisiana 38 35
Maine 35 34
Maryland 22 45
Massachusetts 26 36
Michigan 26 17
Minnesota 45 43
Mississippi 21 21
Missouri 17 16
Montana 13 6
Nebraska 42 33
Nevada 3 4
New Hampshire 7 7
New Jersey 48 50
New Mexico 29 23
New York 50 49
North Carolina 43 39
North Dakota 39 25
Ohio 47 47
Oklahoma 20 31
Oregon 9 14
Pennsylvania 28 26
Rhode Island 49 44
South Carolina 25 26
South Dakota 2 1
Tennessee 15 22
Texas 6 11
Utah 16 10
Vermont 41 41
Virginia 14 15
Washington 12 9
West Virginia  36 36
Wisconsin 37 42
Wyoming 1 2

The State Business Tax Climate Index Rank published by the Tax Foundation offers a holistic measure of state tax 
burdens on businesses. Colorado has the 13th-best tax climate in the country, meaning taxes are lower. 



Corporate Tax Index
The Tax Foundation
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On a cash basis, Colorado’s flat corporate tax provides benefits for larger corporations. In 
addition, the single factor apportionment method introduced in 2009 allows companies to pay 
taxes based solely on sales in Colorado.

Fig. 41



Corporate Tax Index
The Tax Foundation
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States that scored well on the Corporate Tax Index combined low, flat tax rates with fair, efficient, 
and impartial tax laws. Colorado, Utah, and Georgia ranked high in these measures. Fig. 42



Corporate Tax Index 
The Tax Foundation 

 
State 2003 2009
Alabama 20 23
Alaska 28 26
Arizona 29 22
Arkansas 38 39
California 46 34
Colorado 15 12
Connecticut 25 18
Delaware 47 49
Florida 13 15
Georgia 6 8
Hawaii 9 10
Idaho 22 17
Illinois 16 27
Indiana 21 21
Iowa 42 45
Kansas 40 40
Kentucky 24 42
Louisiana 19 19
Maine 41 43
Maryland 7 14
Massachusetts 45 47
Michigan 48 48
Minnesota 43 44
Mississippi 8 13
Missouri 10 5
Montana 14 16
Nebraska 34 34
Nevada 1 3
New Hampshire 50 50
New Jersey 49 40
New Mexico 38 32
New York 26 20
North Carolina 27 24
North Dakota 35 29
Ohio 37 38
Oklahoma 12 7
Oregon 22 31
Pennsylvania 44 36
Rhode Island 35 36
South Carolina 11 9
South Dakota 1 1
Tennessee 17 11
Texas 18 46
Utah 5 6
Vermont 31 28
Virginia 4 4
Washington 33 33
West Virginia  30 24
Wisconsin 32 29
Wyoming 1 1

On a cash basis, Colorado’s flat corporate tax provides benefits for larger corporations. In addition, the single factor 
apportionment method introduced in 2009 allows companies to pay taxes based solely on sales in Colorado. 



TaxesTaxes



State Tax Revenue per Capita 
U.S. Census Bureau, Government Finance Series
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Fig. 43

Colorado has a decentralized tax structure with historically low levels of state government 
taxation. 



State Tax Revenue per Capita 
U.S. Census Bureau, Government Finance Series
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Fig. 44With the exception of New Mexico, all of the competitor states offer low state tax burdens.



State Tax Revenue per Capita 
U.S. Census Bureau, Government Finance Series 

 
State 2000 2003 2008
Alabama 5 3 9
Alaska 41 19 50
Arizona 10 10 12
Arkansas 24 30 32
California 45 41 39
Colorado 12 4 10
Connecticut 50 48 46
Delaware 48 47 41
Florida 8 11 11
Georgia 13 9 6
Hawaii 49 50 47
Idaho 28 18 23
Illinois 27 21 24
Indiana 15 24 17
Iowa 20 15 15
Kansas 23 25 29
Kentucky 32 35 20
Louisiana 6 14 26
Maine 37 36 36
Maryland 35 34 38
Massachusetts 46 45 42
Michigan 42 42 27
Minnesota 47 49 43
Mississippi 14 20 14
Missouri 7 6 4
Montana 9 13 28
Nebraska 19 32 18
Nevada 30 26 19
New Hampshire 4 7 2
New Jersey 39 43 44
New Mexico 36 31 37
New York 40 39 40
North Carolina 31 29 25
North Dakota 25 27 45
Ohio 17 23 21
Oklahoma 16 17 16
Oregon 18 12 8
Pennsylvania 26 28 30
Rhode Island 33 37 31
South Carolina 11 8 7
South Dakota 1 2 1
Tennessee 3 5 5
Texas 2 1 3
Utah 21 16 13
Vermont 44 46 49
Virginia 22 22 22
Washington 38 38 35
West Virginia  29 33 34
Wisconsin 43 40 33
Wyoming 34 44 48

Colorado has a decentralized tax structure with historically low levels of state government taxation. 



State and Local Tax Revenue per Capita 
U.S. Census Bureau, State and Local Government Finances
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While Colorado has one of the lowest levels of state tax revenue per capita, its ranking declines 
when both state and local tax revenue is considered. Fig. 45



State and Local Tax Revenue per Capita 
U.S. Census Bureau, State and Local Government Finances
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Colorado’s decentralized tax structure means that it ranks in the middle of all states when both 
state and local tax revenues are considered. Fig. 46



State and Local Tax Revenue per Capita 
U.S. Census Bureau, State and Local Government Finances 

 

State 1999-
2000

2003-
2004

2006-
2007

Alabama 1 1 1
Alaska 46 35 50
Arizona 15 14 21
Arkansas 4 4 8
California 44 40 42
Colorado 33 26 24
Connecticut 50 49 47
Delaware 39 37 35
Florida 16 24 25
Georgia 25 15 17
Hawaii 41 43 45
Idaho 13 10 6
Illinois 37 34 38
Indiana 21 22 11
Iowa 24 23 20
Kansas 26 29 30
Kentucky 12 12 7
Louisiana 10 18 27
Maine 40 41 37
Maryland 42 45 43
Massachusetts 47 46 44
Michigan 35 27 22
Minnesota 45 42 40
Mississippi 3 2 2
Missouri 14 13 9
Montana 6 6 15
Nebraska 28 36 28
Nevada 27 31 31
New Hampshire 19 25 19
New Jersey 48 48 46
New Mexico 18 16 23
New York 49 50 49
North Carolina 20 20 18
North Dakota 23 21 29
Ohio 31 30 26
Oklahoma 8 8 10
Oregon 22 19 14
Pennsylvania 30 32 34
Rhode Island 38 44 39
South Carolina 7 7 5
South Dakota 5 5 4
Tennessee 2 3 3
Texas 11 17 16
Utah 17 9 12
Vermont 34 38 41
Virginia 29 28 33
Washington 36 33 36
West Virginia  9 11 13
Wisconsin 43 39 32
Wyoming 32 47 48

While Colorado has one of the lowest levels of state tax revenue per capita, its ranking declines when both state and 
local tax revenue is considered. 



State Sales Tax Rates
The Sales Tax Institute
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The state sales tax rate in Colorado of 2.9 percent is among the lowest in the country. States 
ranked higher than Colorado charge no sales tax. States ranked in the bottom four have rates 
of seven percent or higher. Fig. 47



State Sales Tax Rates
The Sales Tax Institute
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The majority of sales tax collections in Colorado are levied by city governments. While state 
sales tax rates in Colorado have dropped since the 1980s, voters in many areas of the state 
have chosen to increase sales tax rates at the local level. Combined state and local sales tax 
rates range from 3.15 percent to 8.85 percent in Metro Denver.

Fig. 48



State Sales Tax Rates 
The Sales Tax Institute 

 
State 2006 2009
Alabama 14 14
Alaska 1 1
Arizona 30 27
Arkansas 40 39
California 43 50
Colorado 6 6
Connecticut 40 39
Delaware 1 1
Florida 40 39
Georgia 14 14
Hawaii 14 14
Idaho 40 39
Illinois 43 41
Indiana 40 49
Iowa 26 39
Kansas 27 24
Kentucky 40 39
Louisiana 14 14
Maine 26 23
Maryland 26 39
Massachusetts 26 23
Michigan 40 39
Minnesota 46 44
Mississippi 50 49
Missouri 15 15
Montana 1 1
Nebraska 29 26
Nevada 46 44
New Hampshire 1 1
New Jersey 50 49
New Mexico 26 23
New York 14 14
North Carolina 16 17
North Dakota 26 23
Ohio 29 26
Oklahoma 17 17
Oregon 1 1
Pennsylvania 40 39
Rhode Island 50 49
South Carolina 26 39
South Dakota 14 14
Tennessee 50 49
Texas 43 41
Utah 18 18
Vermont 40 39
Virginia 14 14
Washington 46 44
West Virginia  40 39
Wisconsin 26 23
Wyoming 14 14

The state sales tax rate in Colorado of 2.9 percent is among the lowest in the country. States ranked higher than 
Colorado charge no sales tax. States ranked in the bottom four have rates of seven percent or higher. 
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Passed in 1982, the Gallagher Amendment has kept the assessment ratio of residential property 
in Colorado low, resulting in the second-lowest residential property tax rate in the nation. Fig. 49
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Colorado maintains an edge over other states with lower residential property taxes than any of 
its competitors. Fig. 50



Residential Property Tax Rate in Largest City in Each State 
District of Columbia, Office of the Chief Financial Officer 

 
State 2000 2003 2008
Alabama 2 4 6
Alaska 31 27 36
Arizona 8 14 9
Arkansas 17 21 27
California 10 7 16
Colorado 4 2 2
Connecticut 50 49 49
Delaware 19 24 30
Florida 38 38 31
Georgia 36 35 33
Hawaii 1 1 1
Idaho 33 33 25
Illinois 7 29 5
Indiana 37 42 50
Iowa 43 42 42
Kansas 18 17 28
Kentucky 20 15 22
Louisiana 32 33 24
Maine 41 36 32
Maryland 42 33 44
Massachusetts 21 43 13
Michigan 35 18 43
Minnesota 16 13 17
Mississippi 30 19 36
Missouri 24 29 20
Montana 26 27 3
Nebraska 34 39 39
Nevada 9 8 18
New Hampshire 47 45 34
New Jersey 48 48 29
New Mexico 14 16 26
New York 5 10 11
North Carolina 13 11 15
North Dakota 40 40 41
Ohio 30 24 40
Oklahoma 15 13 21
Oregon 24 35 13
Pennsylvania 45 47 48
Rhode Island 49 50 45
South Carolina 25 22 14
South Dakota 27 25 23
Tennessee 28 30 37
Texas 44 46 47
Utah 22 20 19
Vermont 39 37 38
Virginia 12 9 10
Washington 12 6 7
West Virginia  6 5 8
Wisconsin 46 44 46
Wyoming 4 3 5

Passed in 1982, the Gallagher Amendment has kept the assessment ratio of residential property in Colorado low, 
resulting in the second-lowest residential property tax rate in the nation. 



Estimated Tax Burden for Family with Annual 
Income of $50 000 in Largest City
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This tax burden measure includes sales, auto, income, and property taxes. While tax burdens 
vary widely across income levels, Colorado’s tax burden tends to be one of the lowest among 
the 50 states.

Fig. 51



Estimated Tax Burden for Family with Annual 
Income of $50 000 in Largest City
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Even though the estimated tax burden in Denver declined between 2003 and 2008, the tax 
burden was reduced even more in other states causing the Colorado rank to slip by two places. 

Fig. 52



Estimated Tax Burden for Family with Annual Income of 
$50,000 in Largest City 

District of Columbia, Office of the Chief Financial Officer 
 State 2000 2003 2008

Alabama 30 26 26
Alaska 2 3 6
Arizona 8 8 7
Arkansas 24 23 22
California 32 30 42
Colorado 9 12 14
Connecticut 50 50 50
Delaware 15 15 27
Florida 4 1 3
Georgia 22 39 35
Hawaii 36 21 4
Idaho 17 20 11
Illinois 29 40 48
Indiana 20 36 43
Iowa 39 32 40
Kansas 12 10 15
Kentucky 43 41 39
Louisiana 11 16 12
Maine 46 34 33
Maryland 45 44 38
Massachusetts 40 38 41
Michigan 41 43 47
Minnesota 33 27 30
Mississippi 19 17 34
Missouri 37 31 28
Montana 13 7 1
Nebraska 16 29 31
Nevada 3 4 13
New Hampshire 38 13 21
New Jersey 48 49 46
New Mexico 18 19 25
New York 44 46 36
North Carolina 31 28 32
North Dakota 14 14 8
Ohio 35 37 45
Oklahoma 25 24 18
Oregon 28 45 19
Pennsylvania 49 48 49
Rhode Island 47 47 37
South Carolina 26 23 16
South Dakota 5 5 5
Tennessee 6 9 9
Texas 7 6 10
Utah 34 35 17
Vermont 23 33 29
Virginia 28 25 20
Washington 10 11 23
West Virginia  21 19 24
Wisconsin 42 42 44
Wyoming 1 2 2

This tax burden measure includes sales, auto, income, and property taxes. While tax burdens vary widely across 
income levels, Colorado’s tax burden tends to be one of the lowest among the 50 states. 



Lowest Total State Expenditures per Capita
Includes General Fund Federal Funds Other State Funds and BondsIncludes General Fund, Federal Funds, Other State Funds, and Bonds

Kaiser State Health Facts
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State spending in Colorado, along with the state’s tax burden, tends to be low compared to the 
rest of the nation.  Fig. 53



Lowest Total State Expenditures per Capita
Includes General Fund Federal Funds Other State Funds and BondsIncludes General Fund, Federal Funds, Other State Funds, and Bonds

Kaiser State Health Facts
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Colorado state government has the lowest expenditures of any of its competitors other than 
Texas. New Mexico is one of the 10 highest-spending states in the country. Fig. 54



Lowest Total State Expenditures per Capita 
Includes General Fund, Federal Funds, Other State Funds, and Bonds  

Kaiser State Health Facts 
 

State 2004 2007
Alabama 13 44
Alaska 50 50
Arizona 21 16
Arkansas 39 36
California 32 25
Colorado 3 3
Connecticut 46 41
Delaware 45 47
Florida 4 8
Georgia 7 12
Hawaii 48 46
Idaho 9 9
Illinois 24 7
Indiana 11 6
Iowa 34 26
Kansas 17 15
Kentucky 35 31
Louisiana 33 42
Maine 40 35
Maryland 5 29
Massachusetts 25 40
Michigan 23 14
Minnesota 37 27
Mississippi 16 28
Missouri 6 5
Montana 29 24
Nebraska 26 21
Nevada 2 1
New Hampshire 10 4
New Jersey 30 30
New Mexico 41 43
New York 42 37
North Carolina 18 17
North Dakota 36 32
Ohio 28 22
Oklahoma 15 33
Oregon 38 34
Pennsylvania 22 20
Rhode Island 44 39
South Carolina 20 19
South Dakota 12 11
Tennessee 14 13
Texas 1 2
Utah 8 10
Vermont 43 45
Virginia 19 18
Washington 27 23
West Virginia  49 49
Wisconsin 47 38
Wyoming 31 48

State spending in Colorado, along with the state’s tax burden, tends to be low compared to the rest of the nation.   



Lowest per Capita State and Local Government 
Expenditures for Public Welfare ProgramsExpenditures for Public Welfare Programs

U.S. Census Bureau, Government Finance Series
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Colorado’s low spending on public welfare is a combination of high per capita personal income 
and strict tax and spending controls. Fig. 55



Lowest per Capita State and Local Government 
Expenditures for Public Welfare ProgramsExpenditures for Public Welfare Programs

U.S. Census Bureau, Government Finance Series
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New Mexico has one of the nation’s lowest per capita personal income levels. As a result, the 
state spends high amounts on welfare-related programs. Fig. 56



Lowest per Capita State and Local Government 
Expenditures for Public Welfare Programs 

U.S. Census Bureau, Government Finance Series 

Colorado’s low spending on public welfare is a combination of high per capita personal income and strict tax and 
spending controls. 

 
State 1999-

2000 
2003-
2004 

2006-
2007 

Alabama  25 24 13 
Alaska 49 49 49 
Arizona 5 7 14 
Arkansas 21 28 33 
California 34 30 32 
Colorado 10 2 2
Connecticut 40 34 36 
Delaware 17 35 41 
Florida 7 14 10 
Georgia 14 16 7 
Hawaii 33 27 26 
Idaho 8 8 11 
Illinois 19 10 20 
Indiana 18 13 21 
Iowa 23 25 27 
Kansas 3 12 16 
Kentucky 43 38 37 
Louisiana 15 9 19 
Maine 48 47 46 
Maryland 22 22 31 
Massachusetts 42 44 45 
Michigan 27 23 17 
Minnesota 47 46 44 
Mississippi 26 41 39 
Missouri 20 18 8 
Montana 9 6 5 
Nebraska Carolina 29 29 24 
Nevada 2 1 1 
New Hampshire 38 32 22 
New Jersey 16 15 38 
New Mexico 30 42 43 
New York 50 50 50 
North Carolina 24 20 15 
North Dakota 39 31 23 
Ohio 31 39 40 
Oklahoma 1 19 30 
Oregon 37 17 12 
Pennsylvania 44 43 42 
Rhode Island 45 48 48 
South Carolina 35 33 28 
South Dakota 12 11 6 
Tennessee 32 40 29 
Texas 4 3 4 
Utah 13 4 3 
Vermont 46 45 47 
Virginia 11 5 9 
Washington 36 26 18 
West Virginia  41 37 35 
Wisconsin 28 36 34 
Wyoming 6 21 25 
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Most Livable States
CQ Press
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After ranking as one of the Top-Five Most Livable States in 2000, Colorado fell to 20th in 2003. 
Now ranked 14th, the state is regaining strength based on over 40 factors. Fig. 57



Most Livable States
CQ Press
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Colorado and Utah continue to be the most livable states among the competitor locations. 
Texas and Georgia continue to slip in livability while New Mexico has improved its position. Fig. 58



Most Livable States 
CQ Press 

 
State 2000 2003 2008
Alabama 42 47 44
Alaska 41 32 29
Arizona 39 45 36
Arkansas 45 44 46
California 36 38 31
Colorado 3 19 14
Connecticut 13 11 11
Delaware 18 18 27
Florida 40 39 28
Georgia 30 35 41
Hawaii 43 41 21
Idaho 24 20 9
Illinois 29 30 26
Indiana 19 22 31
Iowa 2 2 5
Kansas 7 6 17
Kentucky 32 37 48
Louisiana 48 49 45
Maine 15 16 20
Maryland 18 15 16
Massachusetts 10 9 13
Michigan 28 28 38
Minnesota 1 1 4
Mississippi 50 50 50
Missouri 23 25 39
Montana 33 21 19
Nebraska 9 4 6
Nevada 26 31 35
New Hampshire 5 3 1
New Jersey 16 12 7
New Mexico 47 40 33
New York 38 33 24
North Carolina 35 42 42
North Dakota 14 17 10
Ohio 25 29 41
Oklahoma 37 35 32
Oregon 21 24 22
Pennsylvania 34 27 34
Rhode Island 31 26 25
South Carolina 44 43 49
South Dakota 11 8 15
Tennessee 46 48 47
Texas 27 36 37
Utah 4 13 2
Vermont 12 7 8
Virginia 8 5 12
Washington 22 23 18
West Virginia  49 46 43
Wisconsin 7 10 23
Wyoming 20 15 3

After ranking as one of the Top-Five Most Livable States in 2000, Colorado fell to 20th in 2003. Now ranked 14th, the 
state is regaining strength based on over 40 factors. 



Annual Population Growth
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Population growth is often linked to employment growth. Strong economies are typically those 
where population is growing because jobs are perceived to be plentiful. Due to an improved 
job growth rank, Colorado is again one of the fastest-growing states.

Fig. 59



Annual Population Growth
U.S. Census Bureau, Population Estimates
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All of Colorado’s competitors have had relatively high population growth since 2000. Arizona, 
Colorado, Texas, and Utah represent four of the top five growing states. Colorado’s population 
increased two percent in 2008.

Fig. 60



Annual Population Growth 
U.S. Census Bureau, Population Estimates 

 
State 2000 2003 2008
Alabama 44 37 27
Alaska 46 9 28
Arizona 2 2 2
Arkansas 9 26 22
California 32 12 17
Colorado 3 16 5
Connecticut 15 28 40
Delaware 13 8 13
Florida 4 5 30
Georgia 6 4 9
Hawaii 41 19 24
Idaho 16 6 6
Illinois 33 38 34
Indiana 35 30 31
Iowa 42 48 32
Kansas 45 40 21
Kentucky 39 27 26
Louisiana 40 44 23
Maine 43 23 47
Maryland 31 13 43
Massachusetts 24 49 38
Michigan 49 42 50
Minnesota 21 25 29
Mississippi 26 41 33
Missouri 34 31 35
Montana 38 22 14
Nebraska 28 33 25
Nevada 1 1 8
New Hampshire 22 21 42
New Jersey 18 34 39
New Mexico 10 14 18
New York 12 39 41
North Carolina 7 11 4
North Dakota 47 50 36
Ohio 48 45 48
Oklahoma 27 36 19
Oregon 19 17 12
Pennsylvania 36 47 45
Rhode Island 5 32 49
South Carolina 17 15 10
South Dakota 23 24 16
Tennessee 14 20 15
Texas 11 7 3
Utah 8 3 1
Vermont 29 43 46
Virginia 20 10 20
Washington 30 18 11
West Virginia  50 46 44
Wisconsin 37 29 37
Wyoming 25 35 7

Population growth is often linked to employment growth. Strong economies are typically those where population is 
growing because jobs are perceived to be plentiful. Due to an improved job growth rank, Colorado is again one of the 
fastest-growing states. 
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Fig. 61
Colorado’s residents are able and willing to place a high emphasis on charitable giving. 
Residents in the state contributed 2.2 percent of their income to charitable causes in 2007.
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Fig. 62
Utah and Georgia are renowned for their personal and corporate philanthropy. Colorado has 
consistently ranked in the top 25 states for charitable giving.



Charitable Contributions as a Percentage of Income 
Internal Revenue Service 

 
State 2000 2003 2007
Alabama 3 3 4
Alaska 47 44 44
Arizona 20 20 28
Arkansas 13 11 8
California 14 15 19
Colorado 20 15 21
Connecticut 26 29 32
Delaware 20 20 27
Florida 20 23 20
Georgia 3 2 3
Hawaii 30 32 31
Idaho 5 7 12
Illinois 30 23 33
Indiana 26 32 30
Iowa 30 39 36
Kansas 17 15 15
Kentucky 26 23 24
Louisiana 30 32 38
Maine 43 44 47
Maryland 5 3 10
Massachusetts 26 39 37
Michigan 20 23 23
Minnesota 17 20 22
Mississippi 10 9 6
Missouri 20 23 25
Montana 30 32 29
Nebraska 10 15 16
Nevada 30 23 42
New Hampshire 48 46 48
New Jersey 30 29 41
New Mexico 43 42 43
New York 10 9 13
North Carolina 9 7 9
North Dakota 48 49 49
Ohio 30 32 39
Oklahoma 5 6 2
Oregon 14 12 17
Pennsylvania 30 32 35
Rhode Island 43 43 45
South Carolina 5 3 5
South Dakota 41 46 14
Tennessee 14 12 11
Texas 30 29 26
Utah 1 1 1
Vermont 43 46 46
Virginia 17 15 18
Washington 30 32 34
West Virginia  50 49 50
Wisconsin 41 39 40
Wyoming 2 12 7

Colorado’s residents are able and willing to place a high emphasis on charitable giving. Residents in the state 
contributed 2.2 percent of their income to charitable causes in 2007. 
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Fig. 63
Colorado’s total crime index has decreased by 25 percent since 2003, leading to an 
improvement in the state’s rank.
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Fig. 64
Colorado maintains a lower crime rate than all of its competitors. Texas, New Mexico, and 
Arizona consistently post some of the highest crime rates in the nation.



Lowest Total Crime Index per 100,000 Population 
U.S. Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

 
State 2000 2003 2008
Alabama 36 34 45
Alaska 29 31 29
Arizona 50 50 47
Arkansas 28 29 40
California 21 26 25
Colorado 23 30 22
Connecticut 15 10 10
Delaware 34 27 39
Florida 49 47 49
Georgia 38 37 43
Hawaii 45 49 33
Idaho 13 15 4
Illinois 31 23 26
Indiana 22 21 30
Iowa 16 16 9
Kansas 32 32 32
Kentucky 6 11 16
Louisiana 47 42 41
Maine 5 5 6
Maryland 39 36 36
Massachusetts 9 13 14
Michigan 27 22 24
Minnesota 19 18 20
Mississippi 24 28 23
Missouri 35 35 37
Montana 20 19 15
Nebraska 26 25 21
Nevada 30 41 38
New Hampshire 3 3 3
New Jersey 12 9 7
New Mexico 48 39 46
New York 11 7 5
North Carolina 42 38 44
North Dakota 1 1 2
Ohio 25 24 31
Oklahoma 37 40 34
Oregon 40 44 27
Pennsylvania 8 8 12
Rhode Island 18 17 19
South Carolina 46 48 50
South Dakota 2 2 1
Tennessee 41 43 48
Texas 43 46 42
Utah 33 33 28
Vermont 7 4 8
Virginia 10 12 11
Washington 44 45 35
West Virginia  4 6 13
Wisconsin 14 14 18
Wyoming 17 20 17

Colorado’s total crime index has decreased by 25 percent since 2003, leading to an improvement in the state’s rank. 
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Many studies cite access to recreation and the outdoors as important to a healthy, active 
lifestyle. Colorado’s vast national forest land plus numerous state parks and open space areas 
contribute to the state’s quality of life.

Fig. 65
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Colorado has nearly double the percent of its state land area devoted to the National Forest 
System as its closest ranking competitor, New Mexico. Fig. 66



Percent of State Land Area Devoted to the National Forest System 
U.S. Forest Service; U.S. Census Bureau 

 
State 2008
Alabama 32
Alaska 18
Arizona 8
Arkansas 14
California 5
Colorado 3
Connecticut 43
Delaware 45
Florida 24
Georgia 30
Hawaii 44
Idaho 1
Illinois 37
Indiana 36
Iowa 45
Kansas 41
Kentucky 28
Louisiana 31
Maine 40
Maryland 45
Massachusetts 45
Michigan 13
Minnesota 19
Mississippi 23
Missouri 25
Montana 6
Nebraska 38
Nevada 12
New Hampshire 10
New Jersey 45
New Mexico 11
New York 42
North Carolina 22
North Dakota 29
Ohio 34
Oklahoma 35
Oregon 2
Pennsylvania 33
Rhode Island 45
South Carolina 26
South Dakota 21
Tennessee 27
Texas 39
Utah 7
Vermont 16
Virginia 17
Washington 4
West Virginia  15
Wisconsin 20
Wyoming 9

Many studies cite access to recreation and the outdoors as important to a healthy, active lifestyle. Colorado’s vast 
national forest land plus numerous state parks and open space areas contribute to the state’s quality of life. 
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Fig. 67

Most state rankings for this measure are fairly consistent because state parks and natural areas 
are not created or closed frequently. However, due to various initiatives, Colorado increased its 
number of state parks and natural areas by 28 percent from 2004 to 2005.
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Colorado’s large additions of natural areas between 2004 and 2005 brought it well above its 
competitors in this ranking. Fig. 68



Number of State Parks and Natural Areas 
Morgan Quitno Press 

 
State 2004 2005
Alabama 49 50
Alaska 11 12
Arizona 44 45
Arkansas 35 34
California 4 4
Colorado 18 11
Connecticut 12 13
Delaware 41 41
Florida 10 10
Georgia 26 26
Hawaii 27 27
Idaho 43 43
Illinois 3 3
Indiana 41 41
Iowa 9 9
Kansas 48 49
Kentucky 35 37
Louisiana 30 30
Maine 13 14
Maryland 34 34
Massachusetts 6 5
Michigan 19 20
Minnesota 8 8
Mississippi 47 47
Missouri 23 23
Montana 2 2
Nebraska 22 22
Nevada 49 48
New Hampshire 21 21
New Jersey 17 18
New Mexico 44 43
New York 1 1
North Carolina 29 29
North Dakota 46 46
Ohio 24 24
Oklahoma 35 34
Oregon 7 7
Pennsylvania 16 16
Rhode Island 24 24
South Carolina 31 31
South Dakota 14 15
Tennessee 32 32
Texas 15 16
Utah 33 33
Vermont 19 19
Virginia 39 39
Washington 5 6
West Virginia  38 38
Wisconsin 27 28
Wyoming 40 40

Most state rankings for this measure are fairly consistent because state parks and natural areas are not created or 
closed frequently. However, due to various initiatives, Colorado increased its number of state parks and natural areas 
by 28 percent from 2004 to 2005. 
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Percent of Public School Fourth Graders 
Proficient or Better in ReadingProficient or Better in Reading

National Center for Education Statistics
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Colorado not only maintains a high percentage of proficient fourth grade readers, but also exceeds 
every other western state except Washington in the percent of fourth graders who read at 
advanced levels.

Fig. 69
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Fig. 70
Colorado’s competitors continue to struggle with increasing their children’s reading ability. 
Colorado is the only state among its competitors to consistently rank in the top half of the nation.



Percent of Public School Fourth Graders Proficient  
or Better in Reading 

National Center for Education Statistics 

 State 2003 2007
Alabama 44 35
Alaska 37 36
Arizona 43 46
Arkansas 36 37
California 46 48
Colorado 7 13
Connecticut 1 3
Delaware 19 25
Florida 29 23
Georgia 38 39
Hawaii 45 44
Idaho 33 21
Illinois 30 30
Indiana 20 28
Iowa 11 15
Kansas 23 14
Kentucky 31 27
Louisiana 48 49
Maine 8 18
Maryland 25 17
Massachusetts 2 1
Michigan 26 29
Minnesota 5 9
Mississippi 50 50
Missouri 12 31
Montana 10 7
Nebraska 24 22
Nevada 47 45
New Hampshire 3 4
New Jersey 4 2
New Mexico 49 47
New York 14 16
North Carolina 21 34
North Dakota 27 20
Ohio 13 12
Oklahoma 41 42
Oregon 32 38
Pennsylvania 18 6
Rhode Island 34 32
South Carolina 42 43
South Dakota 16 26
Tennessee 40 41
Texas 39 33
Utah 28 24
Vermont 6 5
Virginia 9 8
Washington 17 11
West Virginia  35 40
Wisconsin 22 19
Wyoming 15 10

Colorado not only maintains a high percentage of proficient fourth grade readers, but also exceeds every other 
western state except Washington in the percent of fourth graders who read at advanced levels. 



Average Fourth Grade Reading Scores
National Center for Education Statistics
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Average fourth grade reading scores in Colorado have remained constant in recent years, but 
scores have increased across the nation, leading to a decline in Colorado’s rank. While there is 
concern regarding this trend, Colorado still ranks in the upper half of the country. 

Fig. 71
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Fourth grade reading scores are a larger problem for Colorado’s competitors.
Fig. 72



Average Fourth Grade Reading Scores 
National Center for Education Statistics 

 

State 2003 2007
Alabama 45 38
Alaska 42 42
Arizona 43 47
Arkansas 38 36
California 47 48
Colorado 8 20
Connecticut 1 5
Delaware 6 13
Florida 32 21
Georgia 39 33
Hawaii 44 44
Idaho 31 22
Illinois 35 32
Indiana 23 27
Iowa 10 15
Kansas 24 17
Kentucky 27 26
Louisiana 49 50
Maine 7 11
Maryland 30 16
Massachusetts 3 1
Michigan 28 30
Minnesota 12 14
Mississippi 48 49
Missouri 14 29
Montana 11 7
Nebraska 22 25
Nevada 46 46
New Hampshire 2 3
New Jersey 5 2
New Mexico 50 45
New York 15 19
North Carolina 19 35
North Dakota 18 9
Ohio 17 10
Oklahoma 40 37
Oregon 33 41
Pennsylvania 29 8
Rhode Island 34 34
South Carolina 37 43
South Dakota 13 23
Tennessee 41 39
Texas 36 31
Utah 25 28
Vermont 4 4
Virginia 9 6
Washington 20 18
West Virginia  26 40
Wisconsin 21 24
Wyoming 16 12

Average fourth grade reading scores in Colorado have remained constant in recent years, but scores have increased 
across the nation, leading to a decline in Colorado’s rank. While there is concern regarding this trend, Colorado still 
ranks in the upper half of the country.  
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Proficient or Better in ReadingProficient or Better in Reading

National Center for Education Statistics
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The National Center for Education Statistics reported in The Nation’s Report Card that Colorado 
is one of several states to have significantly improved eighth grade reading scores since 1992. Fig. 73
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Each of Colorado’s competitors maintain consistently low ranks from fourth grade to eighth 
grade reading proficiency. Colorado has maintained a rank in the top half of the nation. Fig. 74



Percent of Public School Eighth Graders Proficient  
or Better in Reading 

National Center for Education Statistics 

 State 2003 2007
Alabama 45 46
Alaska 36 36
Arizona 42 42
Arkansas 35 40
California 44 45
Colorado 12 15
Connecticut 8 6
Delaware 30 27
Florida 37 31
Georgia 38 38
Hawaii 47 47
Idaho 28 24
Illinois 18 29
Indiana 25 25
Iowa 14 12
Kansas 16 13
Kentucky 22 33
Louisiana 46 48
Maine 10 7
Maryland 31 21
Massachusetts 1 1
Michigan 27 30
Minnesota 6 9
Mississippi 48 49
Missouri 19 26
Montana 7 4
Nebraska 17 14
Nevada 49 44
New Hampshire 2 5
New Jersey 9 3
New Mexico 50 50
New York 15 22
North Carolina 34 32
North Dakota 5 23
Ohio 20 11
Oklahoma 33 37
Oregon 23 17
Pennsylvania 29 10
Rhode Island 32 35
South Carolina 43 41
South Dakota 3 8
Tennessee 39 39
Texas 40 34
Utah 26 28
Vermont 4 2
Virginia 13 18
Washington 24 16
West Virginia  41 43
Wisconsin 11 19
Wyoming 21 20

The National Center for Education Statistics reported in The Nation’s Report Card that Colorado is one of several 
states to have significantly improved eighth grade reading scores since 1992. 



Average Eighth Grade Reading Scores
National Center for Education Statistics
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While Colorado’s average fourth grade reading scores have stayed constant since 2003, eighth 
grade scores have declined. The drop in average scores corresponds to the state’s drop in rank. Fig. 75
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Average eighth grade reading scores are significantly higher in Colorado compared to its 
competitor states. Fig. 76



Average Eighth Grade Reading Scores 
National Center for Education Statistics 

 

State 2003 2007
Alabama 46 46
Alaska 42 37
Arizona 43 43
Arkansas 39 40
California 50 48
Colorado 11 17
Connecticut 14 14
Delaware 24 23
Florida 41 33
Georgia 40 38
Hawaii 49 47
Idaho 26 22
Illinois 18 28
Indiana 23 25
Iowa 12 12
Kansas 21 13
Kentucky 20 30
Louisiana 45 44
Maine 7 5
Maryland 33 20
Massachusetts 1 1
Michigan 27 32
Minnesota 10 8
Mississippi 44 50
Missouri 13 27
Montana 5 3
Nebraska 19 15
Nevada 47 45
New Hampshire 2 6
New Jersey 9 4
New Mexico 48 49
New York 22 26
North Carolina 32 36
North Dakota 6 9
Ohio 16 10
Oklahoma 31 34
Oregon 30 19
Pennsylvania 29 11
Rhode Island 34 39
South Carolina 38 41
South Dakota 4 7
Tennessee 37 35
Texas 36 31
Utah 28 29
Vermont 3 2
Virginia 8 16
Washington 25 21
West Virginia  35 42
Wisconsin 17 24
Wyoming 15 18

While Colorado’s average fourth grade reading scores have stayed constant since 2003, eighth grade scores have 
declined. The drop in average scores corresponds to the state’s drop in rank. 



Ninth Graders with Greatest Chance 
for College by Age 19for College by Age 19
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Colorado ninth graders continue to rank in the middle of the nation in terms of the chance of 
getting into college by age 19. Fig. 77
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Only New Mexico and Georgia increased in rank since 2002. While the percentage increased in 
Colorado from 40.2 percent in 2002 to 44.3 percent in 2006, nationwide gains influenced 
Colorado’s ranking.

Fig. 78



Ninth Graders with Greatest Chance for College by Age 19 
NCHEMS Information Center 

 
State 2000 2002 2006
Alabama 36 40 37
Alaska 50 48 49
Arizona 48 45 48
Arkansas 24 14 19
California 43 36 40
Colorado 29 19 23
Connecticut 8 8 5
Delaware 30 50 18
Florida 44 44 47
Georgia 45 42 38
Hawaii 26 43 35
Idaho 32 34 42
Illinois 14 15 17
Indiana 17 13 23
Iowa 5 4 9
Kansas 6 18 11
Kentucky 28 25 28
Louisiana 41 39 39
Maine 16 23 13
Maryland 21 17 14
Massachusetts 3 5 6
Michigan 18 27 32
Minnesota 2 2 2
Mississippi 38 32 21
Missouri 25 23 25
Montana 14 11 15
Nebraska 7 7 7
Nevada 49 49 50
New Hampshire 13 11 8
New Jersey 3 3 3
New Mexico 40 36 29
New York 32 30 22
North Carolina 26 22 31
North Dakota 1 1 3
Ohio 21 16 19
Oklahoma 31 30 26
Oregon 34 41 45
Pennsylvania 11 10 12
Rhode Island 10 28 36
South Carolina 39 47 41
South Dakota 9 6 1
Tennessee 37 33 32
Texas 41 38 44
Utah 47 29 42
Vermont 34 35 26
Virginia 19 21 16
Washington 45 46 46
West Virginia  21 25 34
Wisconsin 12 9 10
Wyoming 20 19 30

Colorado ninth graders continue to rank in the middle of the nation in terms of the chance of getting into college by 
age 19. 
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Colorado consistently ranks among the top states with 205 per 1,000 high school juniors and 
seniors taking advanced placement tests. These tests allow college-bound students to earn 
college credit for classes taken in high school.  

Fig. 79
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Colorado surpassed all of its competitor states including Utah in 2006. Utah’s rank has 
decreased over the last six years. Fig. 80



AP Exams per 1,000 High School Juniors and Seniors 
NCHEMS Information Center 

 
State 2000 2003 2006
Alabama 41 43 42
Alaska 20 28 23
Arizona 31 32 40
Arkansas 44 41 35
California 8 9 8
Colorado 12 12 8
Connecticut 3 4 3
Delaware 11 11 7
Florida 9 10 11
Georgia 16 16 16
Hawaii 14 13 29
Idaho 38 36 38
Illinois 12 15 13
Indiana 37 35 37
Iowa 42 42 43
Kansas 45 45 44
Kentucky 33 32 30
Louisiana 47 49 50
Maine 22 20 18
Maryland 4 1 1
Massachusetts 5 5 3
Michigan 25 22 25
Minnesota 28 29 21
Mississippi 50 50 49
Missouri 40 38 40
Montana 35 37 36
Nebraska 47 48 48
Nevada 27 25 25
New Hampshire 19 23 28
New Jersey 6 6 8
New Mexico 34 34 39
New York 2 3 5
North Carolina 10 8 6
North Dakota 46 47 44
Ohio 28 30 27
Oklahoma 32 30 34
Oregon 36 39 30
Pennsylvania 23 21 22
Rhode Island 18 23 24
South Carolina 17 17 19
South Dakota 39 40 33
Tennessee 26 27 32
Texas 15 14 14
Utah 6 7 14
Vermont 23 18 12
Virginia 1 2 2
Washington 30 26 20
West Virginia  42 43 46
Wisconsin 21 19 16
Wyoming 47 46 47

Colorado consistently ranks among the top states with 205 per 1,000 high school juniors and seniors taking advanced 
placement tests. These tests allow college-bound students to earn college credit for classes taken in high school.   
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Fig. 81
Colorado’s students lead the U.S. in college entrance exams. While overall state ACT exams 
are below the national average and SAT are well above the U.S. average, this ranking 
measures only the brightest students from each state. 
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Families with children find that Colorado is the best at educating bright students. Colorado offers 
outstanding public college prep schools. Fig. 82



Highest ACT (25 or above) and SAT (1780 or above) Scores  
per 1,000 High School Graduates 

NCHEMS Information Center 

Colorado’s students lead the U.S. in college entrance exams. While overall state ACT exams are below the national 
average and SAT are well above the U.S. average, this ranking measures only the brightest students from each state.  

 State 2001 2003 2007
Alabama 41 40 30
Alaska 17 17 35
Arizona 38 49 50
Arkansas 45 44 33
California 35 42 41
Colorado 2 1 1
Connecticut 8 4 5
Delaware 39 39 44
Florida 28 25 32
Georgia 47 35 27
Hawaii 34 31 39
Idaho 21 28 25
Illinois 1 3 2
Indiana 40 35 38
Iowa 16 20 21
Kansas 3 10 6
Kentucky 31 34 24
Louisiana 46 46 28
Maine 42 33 46
Maryland 19 15 22
Massachusetts 4 2 4
Michigan 11 16 15
Minnesota 6 7 3
Mississippi 50 50 49
Missouri 13 18 19
Montana 15 8 12
Nebraska 9 14 8
Nevada 37 21 48
New Hampshire 18 9 16
New Jersey 14 12 23
New Mexico 43 48 37
New York 10 5 14
North Carolina 44 38 47
North Dakota 12 19 17
Ohio 7 6 7
Oklahoma 30 41 34
Oregon 23 26 29
Pennsylvania 33 32 42
Rhode Island 32 37 43
South Carolina 49 43 40
South Dakota 25 27 9
Tennessee 22 11 10
Texas 36 45 45
Utah 24 30 20
Vermont 29 24 18
Virginia 27 22 26
Washington 20 23 31
West Virginia  48 47 36
Wisconsin 5 13 11
Wyoming 26 29 13



Population 25+ Completing High School
U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey
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Fig. 83
Eighty-nine percent of Colorado’s population aged 25 and over have completed high school, 
ranking the state in the top half of the nation.
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Fig. 84
Colorado and Utah are the only states among their competitors in the top half of the nation for 
high school degrees. Texas struggles in this comparison, ranking the lowest in the nation in 2008.



Population 25+ Completing High School 
U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 

Eighty-nine percent of Colorado’s population aged 25 and over have completed high school, ranking the state in the 
top half of the nation. 

 
State 2000 2003 2008
Alabama 47 46 45
Alaska 6 1 2
Arizona 34 33 36
Arkansas 44 44 44
California 40 42 48
Colorado 9 15 17
Connecticut 20 20 19
Delaware 22 24 27
Florida 32 31 33
Georgia 42 40 35
Hawaii 12 17 8
Idaho 14 16 23
Illinois 27 29 30
Indiana 33 32 29
Iowa 5 9 8
Kansas 9 10 16
Kentucky 49 47 46
Louisiana 46 45 47
Maine 22 14 12
Maryland 25 23 22
Massachusetts 15 18 18
Michigan 21 21 21
Minnesota 2 2 2
Mississippi 50 50 49
Missouri 31 27 28
Montana 18 3 4
Nebraska 4 6 11
Nevada 28 36 39
New Hampshire 8 8 4
New Jersey 26 28 26
New Mexico 38 41 42
New York 35 35 34
North Carolina 42 43 38
North Dakota 18 13 13
Ohio 24 24 24
Oklahoma 36 34 32
Oregon 17 18 19
Pennsylvania 29 26 25
Rhode Island 37 37 37
South Carolina 39 38 40
South Dakota 13 11 8
Tennessee 40 39 41
Texas 45 49 50
Utah 1 5 7
Vermont 11 11 6
Virginia 30 30 30
Washington 3 6 13
West Virginia  48 48 43
Wisconsin 16 21 13
Wyoming 7 4 1
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Population 25+ with Bachelor’s Degree or Higher
U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey
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Colorado, with 35.6 percent of its population over 25 with a bachelor’s degree or higher, 
continues to hold its place among the top five states in college-educated adults. Fig. 85
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Fig. 86
One of Colorado’s advantages against its competitors is its highly-educated residents. 



Population 25+ with Bachelor’s Degree or Higher  
U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 

Colorado, with 35.6 percent of its population over 25 with a bachelor’s degree or higher, continues to hold its place 
among the top five states in college-educated adults.  

 
State 2000 2003 2008
Alabama 43 44 44
Alaska 17 18 21
Arizona 36 28 31
Arkansas 49 47 49
California 12 12 14
Colorado 3 2 2
Connecticut 2 3 2
Delaware 20 17 19
Florida 27 25 27
Georgia 29 23 19
Hawaii 12 15 16
Idaho 39 33 38
Illinois 14 16 13
Indiana 44 45 41
Iowa 37 40 36
Kansas 15 14 14
Kentucky 48 49 47
Louisiana 45 43 46
Maine 30 21 29
Maryland 4 4 4
Massachusetts 1 1 1
Michigan 30 28 34
Minnesota 11 8 10
Mississippi 46 48 48
Missouri 30 32 33
Montana 21 22 22
Nebraska 22 24 22
Nevada 47 46 45
New Hampshire 6 9 7
New Jersey 5 6 5
New Mexico 23 35 34
New York 10 11 9
North Carolina 38 28 26
North Dakota 30 25 24
Ohio 41 39 37
Oklahoma 42 41 43
Oregon 18 19 18
Pennsylvania 34 31 25
Rhode Island 19 12 12
South Carolina 27 37 39
South Dakota 25 38 31
Tennessee 40 42 41
Texas 25 27 30
Utah 16 20 16
Vermont 9 7 8
Virginia 7 5 6
Washington 8 10 11
West Virginia  50 50 50
Wisconsin 35 34 28
Wyoming 24 35 40



Import/Export Ratio of College Bound Students
NCHEMS Information Center
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Utah retains a large percentage of students and also attracts many from other states. Colorado 
increased in rank, bringing in 1.54 out-of-state students for every student leaving the state. Fig. 87



Import/Export Ratio of College Bound Students
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Higher ratios are due to retaining more residents or importing higher levels of out-of-state 
students. With a low same-state college and affordability ranking, Colorado fits into the latter 
category. Utah and Arizona both retain students and attract high numbers of out-of-state students. Fig. 88



Import/Export Ratio of College Bound Students 
NCHEMS Information Center 

Utah retains a large percentage of students and also attracts many from other states. Colorado increased in rank, 
bringing in 1.54 out-of-state students for every student leaving the state. 

 
State 2000 2002 2006
Alabama 7 6 7
Alaska 50 50 49
Arizona 2 2 1
Arkansas 24 23 19
California 43 42 45
Colorado 11 26 16
Connecticut 40 43 42
Delaware 10 12 18
Florida 9 20 22
Georgia 31 31 34
Hawaii 46 47 48
Idaho 33 23 26
Illinois 46 48 37
Indiana 7 6 8
Iowa 6 4 3
Kansas 21 27 27
Kentucky 23 15 17
Louisiana 26 19 35
Maine 43 44 40
Maryland 40 46 45
Massachusetts 15 16 19
Michigan 34 36 39
Minnesota 37 35 37
Mississippi 5 10 15
Missouri 25 23 24
Montana 38 40 33
Nebraska 45 32 31
Nevada 39 41 42
New Hampshire 29 28 30
New Jersey 49 49 50
New Mexico 48 38 41
New York 27 29 29
North Carolina 4 5 9
North Dakota 13 21 13
Ohio 34 36 35
Oklahoma 17 14 14
Oregon 30 29 21
Pennsylvania 15 13 11
Rhode Island 3 3 4
South Carolina 14 11 10
South Dakota 32 34 25
Tennessee 19 18 28
Texas 36 38 42
Utah 1 1 2
Vermont 18 16 12
Virginia 22 22 22
Washington 40 45 47
West Virginia  12 9 5
Wisconsin 28 33 32
Wyoming 20 8 6
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Colorado’s research laboratories, universities, and technology-based economy attract scientists 
and engineers from around the world. Fig. 89
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Fig. 90
New Mexico’s numerous federal laboratories lead to many Ph.D.s in science and engineering.



Science & Engineering Doctorate Holders  
as a Percent of the Workforce 

National Science Foundation 

Colorado’s research laboratories, universities, and technology-based economy attract scientists and engineers from 
around the world. 

 State 2001 2003 2006
Alabama 43 39 41
Alaska 20 26 28
Arizona 36 37 38
Arkansas 48 48 48
California 11 10 9
Colorado 9 9 8
Connecticut 5 5 5
Delaware 3 4 4
Florida 48 49 50
Georgia 36 34 38
Hawaii 15 12 16
Idaho 25 20 22
Illinois 21 24 23
Indiana 28 31 32
Iowa 39 34 34
Kansas 36 31 36
Kentucky 45 42 44
Louisiana 39 39 38
Maine 33 31 26
Maryland 4 1 3
Massachusetts 2 3 1
Michigan 21 25 23
Minnesota 18 19 19
Mississippi 43 45 42
Missouri 28 30 32
Montana 28 21 19
Nebraska 33 34 34
Nevada 50 50 49
New Hampshire 21 18 28
New Jersey 6 8 13
New Mexico 1 2 2
New York 11 14 9
North Carolina 16 16 17
North Dakota 28 27 21
Ohio 21 21 25
Oklahoma 42 42 42
Oregon 18 16 15
Pennsylvania 14 15 13
Rhode Island 9 7 6
South Carolina 39 42 36
South Dakota 45 47 47
Tennessee 26 28 26
Texas 26 28 30
Utah 16 21 17
Vermont 7 13 12
Virginia 13 6 9
Washington 8 10 7
West Virginia  45 39 44
Wisconsin 35 37 30
Wyoming 28 45 44
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Colorado’s research laboratories, universities, and technology-based economy attract students 
from around the world to enroll in Colorado’s doctorate degree-granting institutions. Fig. 91
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Universities such as the Colorado School of Mines, University of Colorado, and Colorado State 
University all offer competitive science and engineering doctorate programs and research 
facilities contributing to Colorado’s ranking.

Fig. 92



Science & Engineering Graduate Students per 1,000 
Individuals 25-34 Years Old 

National Science Foundation 

Colorado’s research laboratories, universities, and technology-based economy attract students from around the world 
to enroll in Colorado’s doctorate degree-granting institutions. 

 State 2001 2003 2005
Alabama 30 33 27
Alaska 44 37 39
Arizona 31 39 43
Arkansas 47 47 47
California 23 22 20
Colorado 10 10 16
Connecticut 3 4 3
Delaware 7 6 6
Florida 40 38 37
Georgia 42 45 43
Hawaii 35 27 26
Idaho 33 24 30
Illinois 8 15 14
Indiana 23 25 24
Iowa 9 11 11
Kansas 2 3 4
Kentucky 41 43 42
Louisiana 26 26 41
Maine 50 50 50
Maryland 12 8 8
Massachusetts 1 1 1
Michigan 17 16 23
Minnesota 25 29 7
Mississippi 44 46 40
Missouri 35 35 31
Montana 17 13 16
Nebraska 20 20 16
Nevada 49 49 49
New Hampshire 37 34 34
New Jersey 27 27 25
New Mexico 6 5 9
New York 5 6 5
North Carolina 33 36 29
North Dakota 4 2 2
Ohio 22 21 15
Oklahoma 28 32 35
Oregon 39 40 38
Pennsylvania 13 12 12
Rhode Island 15 14 10
South Carolina 48 47 48
South Dakota 20 23 28
Tennessee 42 42 45
Texas 31 31 31
Utah 13 19 16
Vermont 38 41 35
Virginia 16 17 22
Washington 44 44 46
West Virginia  29 30 33
Wisconsin 19 18 20
Wyoming 11 9 13
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Fig. 93
A state’s capacity to bring low-income families into the higher educational stream increases the 
quality and diversity of the workforce.
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Fig. 94
Colorado is the only competitor state in the top half of the nation for grant aid targeted to low-
income families in 2008, despite falling in rank since 2003.



State Higher Education Grant Aid Targeted to Low-Income Families 
NCHEMS Information Center 

A state’s capacity to bring low-income families into the higher educational stream increases the quality and diversity 
of the workforce. 

 
State 2000 2003 2008
Alabama 45 43 44
Alaska 48 47 42
Arizona 43 44 46
Arkansas 22 24 28
California 17 11 14
Colorado 14 13 22
Connecticut 5 12 9
Delaware 36 37 16
Florida 35 31 32
Georgia 48 44 48
Hawaii 41 47 45
Idaho 42 40 43
Illinois 1 7 8
Indiana 9 6 7
Iowa 10 15 25
Kansas 29 32 35
Kentucky 20 14 17
Louisiana 47 46 41
Maine 19 22 23
Maryland 16 20 12
Massachusetts 8 8 13
Michigan 13 16 29
Minnesota 2 2 6
Mississippi 44 42 47
Missouri 31 33 27
Montana 39 36 39
Nebraska 34 34 34
Nevada 25 47 18
New Hampshire 38 34 37
New Jersey 3 3 2
New Mexico 26 27 33
New York 7 1 4
North Carolina 23 19 10
North Dakota 36 39 38
Ohio 18 21 19
Oklahoma 33 29 21
Oregon 27 30 31
Pennsylvania 4 5 5
Rhode Island 28 26 30
South Carolina 21 25 24
South Dakota 48 47 49
Tennessee 32 28 36
Texas 30 17 26
Utah 40 38 40
Vermont 6 4 3
Virginia 15 18 15
Washington 11 9 1
West Virginia  24 23 20
Wisconsin 12 10 11
Wyoming 46 41 49
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Lowest Obesity Prevalence Among Adults
Trust for America’s HealthTrust for America s Health

0

5

1st 
Lowest

5

10

15

20

25Rank 2003
2008

30

35

40

2008

40

45

50
CO HI MA RI MT KY IN WV MS AL

Colorado was the only state in 2008 with a rate below 20 percent. Healthy workers are more 
productive, require fewer health services, and enjoy longer working lives. Fig. 95



Lowest Obesity Prevalence Among Adults
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Coloradans continue to be the “thinnest” people in the nation, with only 18.9 percent of the 
population classified as obese. Colorado, Arizona, New Mexico, and Utah rank among the 
states with the lowest obesity rates. 

Fig. 96



Lowest Obesity Prevalence Among Adults 
Trust for America’s Health 

Colorado was the only state in 2008 with a rate below 20 percent. Healthy workers are more productive, require fewer 
health services, and enjoy longer working lives. 

 

State 2003 2008
Alabama 50 49
Alaska 29 33
Arizona 12 18
Arkansas 45 41
California 28 10
Colorado 1 1
Connecticut 6 3
Delaware 36 34
Florida 9 12
Georgia 45 37
Hawaii 2 5
Idaho 22 18
Illinois 28 24
Indiana 47 35
Iowa 34 29
Kansas 24 33
Kentucky 46 44
Louisiana 40 43
Maine 9 16
Maryland 23 26
Massachusetts 3 2
Michigan 45 42
Minnesota 26 20
Mississippi 49 50
Missouri 30 38
Montana 5 8
Nebraska 34 31
Nevada 18 19
New Hampshire 14 12
New Jersey 12 9
New Mexico 14 15
New York 17 14
North Carolina 36 39
North Dakota 31 29
Ohio 41 41
Oklahoma 37 45
Oregon 19 23
Pennsylvania 32 29
Rhode Island 4 4
South Carolina 38 46
South Dakota 25 31
Tennessee 42 47
Texas 39 37
Utah 15 7
Vermont 7 6
Virginia 21 23
Washington 21 23
West Virginia  48 48
Wisconsin 17 26
Wyoming 12 13



Participation in Physical Activities
Kaiser State Health Facts
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Colorado ranks as a top-10 state for physically active people. Colorado residents take 
advantage of the four-season climate, fostering an active outdoor lifestyle. Fig. 97




