Ninth Graders with Greatest Chance for College by Age 19

NCHEMS Information Center

State 2000 2002 2006
Alabama 36 40 37
Alaska 50 48 49
Arizona 48 45 48
Arkansas 24 14 19
California 43 36 40
Colorado 29 19 23
Connecticut 8 8 5
Delaware 30 50 18
Florida 44 44 47
Georgia 45 42 38
Hawaii 26 43 35
Idaho 32 34 42
Illinois 14 15 17
Indiana 17 13 23
lowa 5 4 9
Kansas 6 18 11
Kentucky 28 25 28
Louisiana 41 39 39
Maine 16 23 13
Maryland 21 17 14
Massachusetts 3 5 6
Michigan 18 27 32
Minnesota 2 2 2
Mississippi 38 32 21
Missouri 25 23 25
Montana 14 11 15
Nebraska 7 7 7
Nevada 49 49 50
New Hampshire 13 11 8
New Jersey 3 3 3
New Mexico 40 36 29
New York 32 30 22
North Carolina 26 22 31
North Dakota 1 1 3
Ohio 21 16 19
Oklahoma 31 30 26
Oregon 34 41 45
Pennsylvania 11 10 12
Rhode Island 10 28 36
South Carolina 39 47 41
South Dakota 9 6 1
Tennessee 37 33 32
Texas 41 38 44
Utah 47 29 42
Vermont 34 35 26
Virginia 19 21 16
Washington 45 46 46
West Virginia 21 25 34
Wisconsin 12 9 10
Wyoming 20 19 30

Colorado ninth graders continue to rank in the middle of the nation in terms of the chance of getting into college by
age 19.



AP Exams per 1,000 High School
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Colorado consistently ranks among the top states with 205 per 1,000 high school juniors and
seniors taking advanced placement tests. These tests allow college-bound students to earn
college credit for classes taken in high school.
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Colorado surpassed all of its competitor states including Utah in 2006. Utah’s rank has :
decreased over the last six years. Fig. 80




AP Exams per 1,000 High School Juniors and Seniors

NCHEMS Information Center

State 2000 2003 2006
Alabama 41 43 42
Alaska 20 28 23
Arizona 31 32 40
Arkansas 44 41 35
California 8 9 8
Colorado 12 12 8
Connecticut 3 4 3
Delaware 11 11 7
Florida 9 10 11
Georgia 16 16 16
Hawaii 14 13 29
Idaho 38 36 38
Illinois 12 15 13
Indiana 37 35 37
lowa 42 42 43
Kansas 45 45 44
Kentucky 33 32 30
Louisiana 47 49 50
Maine 22 20 18
Maryland 4 1 1
Massachusetts 5 5 3
Michigan 25 22 25
Minnesota 28 29 21
Mississippi 50 50 49
Missouri 40 38 40
Montana 35 37 36
Nebraska 47 48 48
Nevada 27 25 25
New Hampshire 19 23 28
New Jersey 6 6 8
New Mexico 34 34 39
New York 2 3 5
North Carolina 10 8 6
North Dakota 46 47 44
Ohio 28 30 27
Oklahoma 32 30 34
Oregon 36 39 30
Pennsylvania 23 21 22
Rhode Island 18 23 24
South Carolina 17 17 19
South Dakota 39 40 33
Tennessee 26 27 32
Texas 15 14 14
Utah 6 7 14
Vermont 23 18 12
Virginia 1 2 2
Washington 30 26 20
West Virginia 42 43 46
Wisconsin 21 19 16
Wyoming 47 46 47

Colorado consistently ranks among the top states with 205 per 1,000 high school juniors and seniors taking advanced
placement tests. These tests allow college-bound students to earn college credit for classes taken in high school.
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Colorado’s students lead the U.S. in college entrance exams. While overall state ACT exams
are below the national average and SAT are well above the U.S. average, this ranking
measures only the brightest students from each state.
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Highest ACT (25 or above) and SAT (1780 or above) SCOres
per 1,000 High School Graduates

NCHEMS Information Center

State 2001 2003 2007
Alabama 41 40 30
Alaska 17 17 35
Arizona 38 49 50
Arkansas 45 44 33
California 35 42 41
Colorado 2 1 1
Connecticut 8 4 5
Delaware 39 39 44
Florida 28 25 32
Georgia 47 35 27
Hawaii 34 31 39
Idaho 21 28 25
Illinois 1 3 2
Indiana 40 35 38
lowa 16 20 21
Kansas 3 10 6
Kentucky 31 34 24
Louisiana 46 46 28
Maine 42 33 46
Maryland 19 15 22
Massachusetts 4 2 4
Michigan 11 16 15
Minnesota 6 7 3
Mississippi 50 50 49
Missouri 13 18 19
Montana 15 8 12
Nebraska 9 14 8
Nevada 37 21 48
New Hampshire 18 9 16
New Jersey 14 12 23
New Mexico 43 48 37
New York 10 5 14
North Carolina 44 38 47
North Dakota 12 19 17
Ohio 7 6 7
Oklahoma 30 41 34
Oregon 23 26 29
Pennsylvania 33 32 42
Rhode Island 32 37 43
South Carolina 49 43 40
South Dakota 25 27 9
Tennessee 22 11 10
Texas 36 45 45
Utah 24 30 20
Vermont 29 24 18
Virginia 27 22 26
Washington 20 23 31
West Virginia 48 47 36
Wisconsin 5 13 11
Wyoming 26 29 13

Colorado’s students lead the U.S. in college entrance exams. While overall state ACT exams are below the national
average and SAT are well above the U.S. average, this ranking measures only the brightest students from each state.



Population 25+ Completing High School
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Eighty-nine percent of Colorado’s population aged 25 and over have completed high school,

ranking the state in the top half of the nation. Fig. 83




Population 25+ Completing High School

U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey
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Colorado and Utah are the only states among their competitors in the top half of the nation for
high school degrees. Texas struggles in this comparison, ranking the lowest in the nation in 2008.
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Population 25+ Completing High School

U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey

State 2000 2003 2008
Alabama 47 46 45
Alaska 6 1 2
Arizona 34 33 36
Arkansas 44 44 44
California 40 42 48
Colorado 9 15 17
Connecticut 20 20 19
Delaware 22 24 27
Florida 32 31 33
Georgia 42 40 35
Hawaii 12 17 8
Idaho 14 16 23
lllinois 27 29 30
Indiana 33 32 29
lowa 5 9 8
Kansas 9 10 16
Kentucky 49 47 46
Louisiana 46 45 47
Maine 22 14 12
Maryland 25 23 22
Massachusetts 15 18 18
Michigan 21 21 21
Minnesota 2 2 2
Mississippi 50 50 49
Missouri 31 27 28
Montana 18 3 4
Nebraska 4 6 11
Nevada 28 36 39
New Hampshire 8 8 4
New Jersey 26 28 26
New Mexico 38 41 42
New York 35 35 34
North Carolina 42 43 38
North Dakota 18 13 13
Ohio 24 24 24
Oklahoma 36 34 32
Oregon 17 18 19
Pennsylvania 29 26 25
Rhode Island 37 37 37
South Carolina 39 38 40
South Dakota 13 11 8
Tennessee 40 39 41
Texas 45 49 50
Utah 1 5 7
Vermont 11 11 6
Virginia 30 30 30
Washington 3 6 13
West Virginia 48 48 43
Wisconsin 16 21 13
Wyoming 7 4 1

Eighty-nine percent of Colorado’s population aged 25 and over have completed high school, ranking the state in the
top half of the nation.



Higher Education



Population 25+ with Bachelor’'s Degree or Higher

U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey
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Colorado, with 35.6 percent of its population over 25 with a bachelor’s degree or higher, :
continues to hold its place among the top five states in college-educated adults. Fig. 85




Population 25+ with Bachelor’'s Degree or Higher
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One of Colorado’s advantages against its competitors is its highly-educated residents.
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Population 25+ with Bachelor's Degree or Higher

U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey

State 2000 2003 2008
Alabama 43 44 44
Alaska 17 18 21
Arizona 36 28 31
Arkansas 49 47 49
California 12 12 14
Colorado 3 2 2
Connecticut 2 3 2
Delaware 20 17 19
Florida 27 25 27
Georgia 29 23 19
Hawaii 12 15 16
Idaho 39 33 38
lllinois 14 16 13
Indiana 44 45 41
lowa 37 40 36
Kansas 15 14 14
Kentucky 48 49 47
Louisiana 45 43 46
Maine 30 21 29
Maryland 4 4 4
Massachusetts 1 1 1
Michigan 30 28 34
Minnesota 11 8 10
Mississippi 46 48 48
Missouri 30 32 33
Montana 21 22 22
Nebraska 22 24 22
Nevada 47 46 45
New Hampshire 6 9 7
New Jersey 5 6 5
New Mexico 23 35 34
New York 10 11 9
North Carolina 38 28 26
North Dakota 30 25 24
Ohio 41 39 37
Oklahoma 42 41 43
Oregon 18 19 18
Pennsylvania 34 31 25
Rhode Island 19 12 12
South Carolina 27 37 39
South Dakota 25 38 31
Tennessee 40 42 41
Texas 25 27 30
Utah 16 20 16
Vermont 9 7 8
Virginia 7 5 6
Washington 8 10 11
West Virginia 50 50 50
Wisconsin 35 34 28
Wyoming 24 35 40

Colorado, with 35.6 percent of its population over 25 with a bachelor’s degree or higher, continues to hold its place
among the top five states in college-educated adults.



Import/Export Ratio of College Bound Students

NCHEMS Information Center
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Utah retains a large percentage of students and also attracts many from other states. Colorado :
increased in rank, bringing in 1.54 out-of-state students for every student leaving the state. Fig. 87
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Higher ratios are due to retaining more residents or importing higher levels of out-of-state
students. With a low same-state college and affordability ranking, Colorado fits into the latter
category. Utah and Arizona both retain students and attract high numbers of out-of-state students.
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Import/Export Ratio of College Bound Students

NCHEMS Information Center

State 2000 2002 2006
Alabama 7 6 7
Alaska 50 50 49
Arizona 2 2 1
Arkansas 24 23 19
California 43 42 45
Colorado 11 26 16
Connecticut 40 43 42
Delaware 10 12 18
Florida 9 20 22
Georgia 31 31 34
Hawaii 46 47 48
Idaho 33 23 26
lllinois 46 48 37
Indiana 7 6 8
lowa 6 4 3
Kansas 21 27 27
Kentucky 23 15 17
Louisiana 26 19 35
Maine 43 44 40
Maryland 40 46 45
Massachusetts 15 16 19
Michigan 34 36 39
Minnesota 37 35 37
Mississippi 5 10 15
Missouri 25 23 24
Montana 38 40 33
Nebraska 45 32 31
Nevada 39 41 42
New Hampshire 29 28 30
New Jersey 49 49 50
New Mexico 48 38 41
New York 27 29 29
North Carolina 4 5 9
North Dakota 13 21 13
Ohio 34 36 35
Oklahoma 17 14 14
Oregon 30 29 21
Pennsylvania 15 13 11
Rhode Island 3 3 4
South Carolina 14 11 10
South Dakota 32 34 25
Tennessee 19 18 28
Texas 36 38 42
Utah 1 1 2
Vermont 18 16 12
Virginia 22 22 22
Washington 40 45 47
West Virginia 12 9 5
Wisconsin 28 33 32
Wyoming 20 8 6

Utah retains a large percentage of students and also attracts many from other states. Colorado increased in rank,
bringing in 1.54 out-of-state students for every student leaving the state.



Science & Engineering Doctorate Holders as a
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Colorado’s research laboratories, universities, and technology-based economy attract scientists

and engineers from around the world. Fig. 89




Science & Engineering Doctorate Holders as a

Rank

10+
151
201
251
30+
351
40-
454
50+

Percent of the Workforce

National Science Foundation

Colorado vs. Competitors

8th

Highest

\\

H 2001
02003
E 2006

NM CO uT TX GA AZ

New Mexico’s numerous federal laboratories lead to many Ph.D.s in science and engineering.
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Science & Engineering Doctorate Holders
as a Percent of the Workforce

National Science Foundation

State 2001 2003 2006
Alabama 43 39 41
Alaska 20 26 28
Arizona 36 37 38
Arkansas 48 48 48
California 11 10 9
Colorado 9 9 8
Connecticut 5 5 5
Delaware 3 4 4
Florida 48 49 50
Georgia 36 34 38
Hawaii 15 12 16
Idaho 25 20 22
Illinois 21 24 23
Indiana 28 31 32
lowa 39 34 34
Kansas 36 31 36
Kentucky 45 42 44
Louisiana 39 39 38
Maine 33 31 26
Maryland 4 1 3
Massachusetts 2 3 1
Michigan 21 25 23
Minnesota 18 19 19
Mississippi 43 45 42
Missouri 28 30 32
Montana 28 21 19
Nebraska 33 34 34
Nevada 50 50 49
New Hampshire 21 18 28
New Jersey 6 8 13
New Mexico 1 2 2
New York 11 14 9
North Carolina 16 16 17
North Dakota 28 27 21
Ohio 21 21 25
Oklahoma 42 42 42
Oregon 18 16 15
Pennsylvania 14 15 13
Rhode Island 9 7 6
South Carolina 39 42 36
South Dakota 45 47 47
Tennessee 26 28 26
Texas 26 28 30
Utah 16 21 17
Vermont 7 13 12
Virginia 13 6 9
Washington 8 10 7
West Virginia 45 39 44
Wisconsin 35 37 30
Wyoming 28 45 44

Colorado’s research laboratories, universities, and technology-based economy attract scientists and engineers from
around the world.
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Colorado’s research laboratories, universities, and technology-based economy attract students
from around the world to enroll in Colorado’s doctorate degree-granting institutions.
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Universities such as the Colorado School of Mines, University of Colorado, and Colorado State
University all offer competitive science and engineering doctorate programs and research
facilities contributing to Colorado’s ranking.
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Science & Engineering Graduate Students per 1,000
Individuals 25-34 Years Old

National Science Foundation

State 2001 2003 2005
Alabama 30 33 27
Alaska 44 37 39
Arizona 31 39 43
Arkansas 47 47 47
California 23 22 20
Colorado 10 10 16
Connecticut 3 4 3
Delaware 7 6 6
Florida 40 38 37
Georgia 42 45 43
Hawaii 35 27 26
Idaho 33 24 30
Illinois 8 15 14
Indiana 23 25 24
lowa 9 11 11
Kansas 2 3 4
Kentucky 41 43 42
Louisiana 26 26 41
Maine 50 50 50
Maryland 12 8 8
Massachusetts 1 1 1
Michigan 17 16 23
Minnesota 25 29 7
Mississippi 44 46 40
Missouri 35 35 31
Montana 17 13 16
Nebraska 20 20 16
Nevada 49 49 49
New Hampshire 37 34 34
New Jersey 27 27 25
New Mexico 6 5 9
New York 5 6 5
North Carolina 33 36 29
North Dakota 4 2 2
Ohio 22 21 15
Oklahoma 28 32 35
Oregon 39 40 38
Pennsylvania 13 12 12
Rhode Island 15 14 10
South Carolina 48 47 48
South Dakota 20 23 28
Tennessee 42 42 45
Texas 31 31 31
Utah 13 19 16
Vermont 38 41 35
Virginia 16 17 22
Washington 44 44 46
West Virginia 29 30 33
Wisconsin 19 18 20
Wyoming 11 9 13

Colorado’s research laboratories, universities, and technology-based economy attract students from around the world
to enroll in Colorado’s doctorate degree-granting institutions.



State Higher Education Grant Aid Targeted to
Low-Income Families

NCHEMS Information Center
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A state’s capacity to bring low-income families into the higher educational stream increases the

quality and diversity of the workforce. Fig. 93




State Higher Education Grant Aid Targeted to
Low-Income Families
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Colorado is the only competitor state in the top half of the nation for grant aid targeted to low- :
income families in 2008, despite falling in rank since 2003. Fig. 94




State Higher Education Grant Aid Targeted to Low-Income Families
NCHEMS Information Center

State 2000 2003 2008
Alabama 45 43 44
Alaska 48 47 42
Arizona 43 44 46
Arkansas 22 24 28
California 17 11 14
Colorado 14 13 22
Connecticut 5 12 9
Delaware 36 37 16
Florida 35 31 32
Georgia 48 44 48
Hawaii 41 47 45
Idaho 42 40 43
Illinois 1 7 8
Indiana 9 6 7
lowa 10 15 25
Kansas 29 32 35
Kentucky 20 14 17
Louisiana 47 46 41
Maine 19 22 23
Maryland 16 20 12
Massachusetts 8 8 13
Michigan 13 16 29
Minnesota 2 2 6
Mississippi 44 42 47
Missouri 31 33 27
Montana 39 36 39
Nebraska 34 34 34
Nevada 25 47 18
New Hampshire 38 34 37
New Jersey 3 3 2
New Mexico 26 27 33
New York 7 1 4
North Carolina 23 19 10
North Dakota 36 39 38
Ohio 18 21 19
Oklahoma 33 29 21
Oregon 27 30 31
Pennsylvania 4 5 5
Rhode Island 28 26 30
South Carolina 21 25 24
South Dakota 48 47 49
Tennessee 32 28 36
Texas 30 17 26
Utah 40 38 40
Vermont 6 4 3
Virginia 15 18 15
Washington 11 9 1
West Virginia 24 23 20
Wisconsin 12 10 11
Wyoming 46 41 49

A state’s capacity to bring low-income families into the higher educational stream increases the quality and diversity
of the workforce.



Health



Lowest Obesity Prevalence Among Adults
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Colorado was the only state in 2008 with a rate below 20 percent. Healthy workers are more
productive, require fewer health services, and enjoy longer working lives.
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Lowest Obesity Prevalence Among Adults

Rank

2517
30+
351
40-
454

1 ) ) ) ) ) ) ) )

Trust for America’s Health

1st

;west Colorado vs. Competitors

002003

50+

CO AZ NM uT X GA

Coloradans continue to be the “thinnest” people in the nation, with only 18.9 percent of the
population classified as obese. Colorado, Arizona, New Mexico, and Utah rank among the
states with the lowest obesity rates.
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Lowest Obesity Prevalence Among Adults

Trust for America’s Health

State 2003 2008
Alabama 50 49
Alaska 29 33
Arizona 12 18
Arkansas 45 41
California 28 10
Colorado 1 1
Connecticut 6 3
Delaware 36 34
Florida 9 12
Georgia 45 37
Hawaii 2 5
Idaho 22 18
Illinois 28 24
Indiana 47 35
lowa 34 29
Kansas 24 33
Kentucky 46 44
Louisiana 40 43
Maine 9 16
Maryland 23 26
Massachusetts 3 2
Michigan 45 42
Minnesota 26 20
Mississippi 49 50
Missouri 30 38
Montana 5 8
Nebraska 34 31
Nevada 18 19
New Hampshire 14 12
New Jersey 12 9
New Mexico 14 15
New York 17 14
North Carolina 36 39
North Dakota 31 29
Ohio 41 41
Oklahoma 37 45
Oregon 19 23
Pennsylvania 32 29
Rhode Island 4 4
South Carolina 38 46
South Dakota 25 31
Tennessee 42 47
Texas 39 37
Utah 15 7
Vermont 7 6
Virginia 21 23
Washington 21 23
West Virginia 48 48
Wisconsin 17 26
Wyoming 12 13

Colorado was the only state in 2008 with a rate below 20 percent. Healthy workers are more productive, require fewer
health services, and enjoy longer working lives.
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Participation in Physical Activities
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Colorado ranks as a top-10 state for physically active people. Colorado residents take
advantage of the four-season climate, fostering an active outdoor lifestyle.
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